a variety of articles about drugs and therapeutics with occasional papers on other influences on prescribing. From its inception, the journal was distributed free to doctors, dentists, pharmacists and perhaps most importantly students of these professions.
The first issue announced that only metric units would be used in the journal. It also stressed the importance of clearly written prescriptions. This simple advice was to land the new journal in immediate trouble.
To illustrate the illegibility of some prescriptions the first issue included a copy of a scrawled prescription from the 1950s.
Unfortunately someone who could read the prescription was the doctor who wrote it. With rumblings of litigation the Executive Editorial Board had to apologise for publishing something illegible! Just as there was no electronic prescribing in the 1970s, there was no computer-assisted design. The new cover of 1977 required hundreds of tablets and capsules to be laid out by hand to spell out the journal's initials. This colourful concept was to reappear in different forms until 1994.
In 1979 Australian Prescriber asserted its independence by refusing to provide 'interested parties' with copies of articles before publication. 2 The journal's ability to make independent unbiased comments, particularly about new drugs, is one of the reasons for its success.
Dr Rod Hall, who became the editor in 1980, demonstrated this independence by publishing an article criticising the Federal Government's decision in 1982 to discontinue Australian Prescriber as a cost-cutting measure. 3 By then health professionals had recognised the educational value of the journal and lobbied to reverse the government's decision. 3 There was even comment in the Lancet about the folly of closing the journal. 4 There was a possibility that Australian Prescriber would be taken over by a private publisher. The Medical Journal of Australia was a possible contender, but this privatisation did not take place. The second issue of 1982 seemed destined to be the last. eventually became an international textbook which is now in its second edition. 5 During this time the journal also published a booklet collecting together the articles in the series 'Abnormal laboratory results'. This is now available as a separate publication and a new edition is expected later this year. 6 Editing the journal remained the responsibility of the senior medical advisers in the Therapeutic Goods Administration Australian Prescriber would not have survived for three decades without the hard work and goodwill of many people involved in its production. Ultimately, however, a journal will only survive if people read it. The fact that Australian Prescriber has the widest readership of any Australian medical publication suggests that the journal is giving health professionals the information they need. If this helps to improve the care of patients then Australian Prescriber will celebrate many more anniversaries.
Reflections from a past editor
Editor, -Congratulations on reaching this distinguished milestone. It raises many memories for me -mostly fond. I now look forward to the 40th and 50th anniversary celebrations.
Rod Hall
Editor, Australian Prescriber, 1980-88 
